THE SETTLEMENT OF THE UNITED STATES
AS CONTEOLLED BY CLIMATE AND
CLIMATIC OSCILLATIONS*
EDUAED BRUCKNER
I
N the two months of our Transcontinental Excursion, arranged in so hospitable a manner by the American Geographical Society, each of the European members visiting America for the first time has without doubt obtained impressions of the greatest value and so numerous that a long time would be necessary to work th.em out. I think one of the most important impressions was the observation of the enormous differences in the climatic conditions of the various parts of the United States. We started from the humid east, where woods and meadows cover the ground and an abundant agriculture is possible. A ride of one night brought us from Duluth with its great woods to the borders of the prairies in the neighborhood of Fargo.' Nevertheless rich crops of wheat are harvested here. As the rainfall diminishes to the west the grain fields gradually disappear, and in the "bad lands" of the Little Missouri we were in a half-desert region, where vegetation requires a regular water supply, in so far as it is found only along the rivers. Much of the western region is of this character and may be called half-desert. Regions which are fully desert are rare. We have seen such regions only in the Q-reat Basin on the bottom of the extinct Lakes Lahontan and Bonneville. Fortunately only the plains and the lower mountains show these features. The higher mountains, on the other hand, are able to condense the vapor of the air and therefore enjoy a greater rainfall.
Nevertheless the half-desert regions to-day are to some extent inhabited and now yield good crops.   Man has by his skill and by
* Bead on October 18, 1912, at the scientific meetings held after the return of the Transcontinental Excursion to New York.
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